Saint George Church - Worcester and Holden

July 30, 2023 - Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

40 Brattle Street Worcester, MA 01606
Parish Office: 508-853-0183 Ext. 110
www.saintgeorgesparish.org

Parish Staff: It is our privilege to serve you.

Rev. Edward D. Niccolls, Pastor Ext. 112
Deacon Paul T. Audette Ext.113

Annie Doyle, Pastoral Outreach
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org Ext.111

Patty LaBonte, Parish Admin Assistant
office@saintgeorgesparish.org Ext.110
Fax 508-854-0864

Current Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday 8:30 AM - 2:30 PM

Online Giving: Kathy Hessel at:
mkhessel@aol.com

For information regarding Pastoral Care of the
Sick, Marriage Preparation, Confirmation, and
Ministry Involvement, we invite you to call the
Parish Office.

Baptism Information:

Please contact

Susan Pacek at 508-856-9960 or
email: st.geobaptism@gmail.com

Eucharist Celebrated:

Saturday 4:00 PM

Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM
Live-Streamed Mass is offered on our parish
website each Sunday at 10:00 AM.

Weekday Masses:
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 8:00 AM

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confessions are heard inside the church
2:30 PM—3:15 PM on Saturdays.

The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in

a field, which a person finds and hides again, and

out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys

that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a

_merchant searching for fine pearls. When he _

3 finds a pearl of great price, he goes and £
sells all that he has and buys it.

We, the parish community of St George,
celebrate the welcoming presence of Christ in
our lives. Together with the universal Church,
we are nourished and sustained through the

Mystery of the Holy Eucharist, and we are
inspired by the proclamation of the Word,
guided by the Holy Spirit. We continually

seek to grow in a deeper understanding of
our faith, to respect the sanctity of human life,
and respond to what Jesus asks of us in our

time by sharing our gifts and participating

in parish activities and outreach to others.

(@ Community of Ministuies, July 30, 2023
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From Your Pastor

This weekend is the last weekend that our seminar-
ian for this summer, Daniel Morrissey, will be with
us. He will be taking a vacation before returning to St. John’s
Seminary in Brighton to begin his second year of pretheological
studies for the priesthood. We wish Daniel well as he begins
this new school year and pray that it will be an enriching one
for him spiritually as well as academically.

The parables that Jesus shares in this week’s Gospel empha-
size the process of search and discovery. God’s direct rule
over all things might be the ultimate reality, but it is a subtle
process. Recognizing it requires discernment and the ability to
identify God’s presence and action. Those exercising discern-
ment in today’s Gospel had already trained themselves to find
what they sought. The fortune hunter knew how to discover a
great treasure; the pearl merchant recognized the valuable
pearl; the fishermen knew what to keep and what to discard.
Similarly, those seeking God’s kingdom must first train them-
selves to recognize it. Prayer, works of mercy and studying
God’s word are the training that opens one’s heart to recognize
God’s continuous presence and action.

Here are some questions to reflect upon with this Gospel:

1. What role does hope play for each of the people in the par-
able as they seek treasure, the valuable pearl or a catch of
fish?

2. Has the living the Gospel opened your mind to a hidden
treasure?

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: For the month of August, Eu-
charistic Exposition & Adoration will take place on Thursday,
August 10", from 6:00 P.M.-7:00 P.M. and on Friday, Au-

qust 11", from the conclusion of the 8:00 A.M. Mass until

10:00 A.M.
Fr. Niccolls

Mass Intentions R

Saturday, July 29, 2023
4:00 PM For the Community of Saint George

Sunday, July 30, 2023
8:00 AM For the Community of Saint George
10:00 AM In Memory of Patrick John McGovern,
18th Anniversary, Requested by his Family

Monday, July 31, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Justina Shackett

Tuesday, August 1, 2023 No Mass

Wednesday, August 2, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Bernard and Philomena Cournoyer

Thursday, August 3, 2023 No Mass

Friday, August 4, 2023
8:00 AM In Memory of Edward and Barbara Granger

Saturday, August 5, 2023
4:00 PM In Memory of Donald Frye, 22nd Anniversary
Requested by his Wife and Family

Sunday, August 6, 2023
8:00 AM For the Community of Saint George
10:00 AM In Memory of Richard Brosnihan, 5th Anniversary
Requested by his Daughter Susan Pedone

Stewardship Thought of the Week

“The law of Your mouth is to me more precious
that thousands of gold and silver pieces,” says the

psalmist today. Does the amount of my offering

suggest that | could honestly say the same?
See Psalm 119

whh

= ,,;

/( Antiques Road Show is a popular program
' orD |4 on PBS. People bring all kinds of things to
; experts to learn about them and to have

them appraised. Some items are surprisingly valuable, espe-
cially small, rare items. They always seem to generate the
most interest and surprise. And everyone hopes that they’ll
find a fortune in some old stuff around the house.

There are many images that Jesus uses to describe the
reign of God: a buried treasure, a merchant’s search, or sort-
ing out the good from the useless. In each case, someone is
searching for something of value or quality. The object of the
search is not readily apparent, but once it is found, everything
else pales in comparison. One valuable item is worth more
than everything else and no sacrifice is too great to make.

So how does one begin to appraise faith? Or how much is
love worth? What is the price of hope? Their value is meas-
ured by our willingness to change, our desire to grow and
determination to follow the Lord. When we give of ourselves,
the Lord fills us with the spiritual gifts that enrich us and make
us whole. These gifts are priceless and eternal.

~James. Gaffney © Pilot Bulletins

Reézd/;ngs
To-Go!

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 30, 2023

Scan QR code to see
this week’s readings!

PIETA

is an ongoing support group for
bereaved parents. Anyone who has
experienced the death of a child is
welcome to attend.

Next meeting will be on:
Monday, August 14th at 7:00 PM in the Church Hall

For more information call Terry Gentile 508-284-0796 or
Sue Stevens at 508-852-4887. If you would like to send
an email contact either Terry or Sue at pieta3@gmail.com.
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Weekly Collection

July 17, 2023 - July 23, 2023

On-line Giving: $ 1,219.10
Ordinary Collection: $ 4,559.00
Total: $5,778.10

Thank you for your generosity!
We are truly grateful.

/“" ..\ Be theﬁ(re of Partner’s in Charlty
B2 CH RIST St. George Church
\oz ,}‘\_ﬂ n/ and bis helping bands donated $80,630.00,
; sl our goal is $95,000.00
85% of our goal.

Please consider donating. Thank you for helping!
Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so many
people. Your pledge or one-time gift is a tangible way to be a
‘face of Christ and his helping hands’ to the world through
your support of the agencies and ministries which rely on this

[=
-
i-:‘ e ]
Parish Calendar
Saturday, July 29, 2023
8:00 PM AA Meeting Church Hall
Sunday, July 30, 2023
After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop Church Hall
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy Church Hall
Monday, July 31, 2023
Tuesday, August 1, 2023
Wednesday, August 2, 2023
1:30 - 2:30 PM Gentle Yoga Church Hall
Thursday, August 3, 2023
6:00 PM Family Prayer Night Church
Friday, August 4, 2023
Saturday, August 5, 2023
8:00 AM Rosary Prayer Group Church
8:00 PM AA Meeting Church Hall
Sunday, August 6, 2023
After 8:00 & 10:00 AM Mass Coffee Shop Church Hall
10:00 AM Toddler & Children’s Liturgy Church Hall

appeal for the funding each year. And you, in turn, share in
the joy of bringing hope into the lives of those we serve.
Please visit Partners-Charity.net to view the online video
showing some of the many charities, ministries and educa-
tional programs that rely on your generosity.

To donate you can place your donation in the collection bas-
ket at Mass, by using the Partners in Charity envelopes in the
pews, or text the word “donate” to 84576 to access the online
giving page, donate online at www.Partners-Charity.net or
call in a pledge at: 508-929-4366.

Checks payable to: Partners in Charity and mail to:
Partners In Charity 49 EIm St., Worcester, MA 01609.

Gentle Yoga for “Every Body” g o 22—
In-person - $5 donation S
Wednesdays 1:30 PM - 2:30 PM in the Church Hall
Gentle yoga helps with flexibility, strength and well-being while
relaxing your mind, increasing your energy, and reducing stress.

Contact Sue Stevens, email: MonarchYoga@gmail.com

£5 The Ignatian Spiritural Exercises in 7:
Everyday Life Information Night :
Tuesday, August 8 at 6:30 PM =t

\/ Regular Offertory Donations,
=0, ONLINE  special collections and donations
&N N are available through
2~ GIVING Online Giving. °
Access is available through our website:
click on the icon like the one pictured here.
Kathy Hessel is always happy to assist you,
Please email with questions at mkhessel@aol.com
Many thanks to all of our online givers who help to

provide faithful and consistent financial support
to our parish during this time of great need.

Back to Basics Narcotics Anonymous
Support group for those attempting to recover from drugs.

Our Lady of Lourdes, Parish Hall 1290 Grafton St, Worc.

Meetings are every Friday from 7:00 - 8:00 PM
National Helpline: 1-800-662-4357
Massachusetts Helpline: 1-855-523-1426

Bulletin Item Due Dates:

Postings are due 710 days before the Sunday Bulletin.
Please submit items at least 10 days before the Bulletin date.
E-mail our Parish Administrative Assistant, Patty LaBonte, at

office@saintgeorgesparish.org. The best way to book or

reserve a Mass is to call our office: 508-853-0183.

- St. Peter Church on 929 Main Street, Worcester

Are you interested in deepening your prayer experlence |
{or finding a clearer sense of God’s presence in your life?
' You may want to consider “The Retreat in Daily Life.”

I A 30-week directed prayer experience in the tradition of |
I'St. Ignatius of Loyola, is being offered by a team of Jesuit
| trained people experienced in Ignatian prayer and the

I Spiritual Exercises. Starts Tuesday, September 26, from |
- 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM. Sessions will be held on Tuesday
venings at St. Peter Church adjacent to Clark University.|

e

re information and an application form are available a
.IgnatianSpiritualExercisesWorcester. com or cont (
~ the team by email at worcspex1 9@9

alikatlerg . -asd

Join us for Coffee Shop Club “ e
After 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM Masses @

<
July 30 - Robert Gray and Team 7 L¥ C
August 6 - Jim Moughan and Team &
August 13 - Kathy Hessel and Team $1.00 each

August 20 - Andy Fish and Team

Coffee, donuts, bulkies, and fellowship! Please join a team,
you are needed. Each team serves once every 10 weeks.
All teams need help. Sign up at the Coffee Shop, come to
find out more about how you can help, and help a team!

Contact Andy Fish: andy@andyTfish.com or 508-901-7813
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Prayer Before or After Mass

O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation, |
nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold
fast even now to those that ever endure. Through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Notice from the Diocesan
Office of Healing and Prevention
If you have been abused or victimized by someone represent-
ing the Catholic Church, please believe in the possibility for
hope and help and healing. We encourage you to come
forward and speak out. Contact Judith Audette, Diocese of
Worcester: Victim Assistance Coordinator, at (508) 929-4363.

Holy Hour to Pray for Priests
Immaculate Conception Church
353 Grove Street Worcester
Friday, August 11th 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
The holy hour of prayer for priests consists of time for silent
adoration, a short reflection, the rosary and benediction.
Please join us to pray for our priests.

Repeats every second Friday of each month.

Eucharistic Adoration in the Church

The Thursday evening and Friday morning

= Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration will be:
Thursday, Auqust 10th, 2023 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Friday, Auqust 11th, 2023 after 8:00 AM Mass to 10:00 AM.
Come join us in prayer to spend time in the presence of Jesus.

Deacow Paul Audette

James Martin
In this excerpt from an essay published in the April 18, 2016
issue of America magazine, James Martin SJ treats some of
the negatives of our day-to-day experience of Catholicism:
not only our own griefs and gripes but the misperceptions and
bigotries of many non-Catholics and the American media.
(Part 1): “I once heard some great advice for getting along in
Jesuit community: 1. You're not God. 2. This isn’t heaven. 3.
Don’t be a jerk...The first two are essential for life in general.
‘You’re not God’ has multiple implications. First, you can’t
change most things, so stop trying. Second, you’re not in
charge, so stop acting as if you were. And third, you don’t
know everything, so stop acting as if you do. It brings calm,
perspective and humility...The second dictum, ‘This isn’t
heaven’ can help to reduce the complaining you do...But it’s
that last apothegm that | wish more people remembered
when they enter into public discussions: ‘Don’t be a jerk.’
Now, I'm the first to admit that | break that rule from time to
time...But today a surprising number of people think nothing
of attacking people anonymously on Twitter, calling fellow
politicians terrible names and maligning their integrity during
debates, posting mean comments on Facebook and shouting
over one another on talk shows — basically, being a jerk. And
jerkiness is contagious, | think. Seeing public figures shouting
on television probably encourages people to do it their private
lives. At the very least, it does not encourage charitable be-
havior.”

ZOOM Rosary :

» Urban Missionaries from Our Lady of Hope -

3 If you would like to join via Zoom for a weekly Rosary:

Every Sunday, 6:00 PM via ZOOM

Send an email to mailbox@urbanmissionaries.com
and put “Rosary” in the subject line.

A ZOOM link will be sent to your email.

= ~

Saint George Saturday Rosary Group
You are invited to attend our once a month
Saturday morning Rosary Group.

First Saturday of every month.
Currently, we are meeting in the
Church at 8:00 AM August 5, 2023
If interested, please contact Jim Hachey at 508-579-9623

PN DIARDADAARDA

Italian Festival

August 10 - August 13

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, and
Our Lady of Loreto

37 Massasoit Road, Worcester
August 10, 5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
August 11, 5:00 PM - 11: 00 PM
August 12, 12:00 PM - 11:00 PM
August 13, 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM
You are invited to an ltalian Festivall Come enjoy
Fried Dough, Sausage, Hamburgers and Hot Dogs,
Ice Cream, Beer and Wine and Italian Cookies!
There will be a participation by local vendors, enter-
tainment for kids such as bouncy houses and a pie
eating contest. New this year will be CYC Night on
Saturday, live entertainment and a money raffle!
We will also honor our Lady of Mt Carmel and Our
Lady of Loreto at our shrine. Bishop Robert J.
McManus will celebrate the 10:30 AM Mass
on Sunday, August 13. See you there!

ORARRRNRNRNNNR
VN

Family Prayer Night
Thursdays 6:00 PM

In the Church, there is a gathering of peo-
i n ple who pray for all families. The Divine
MK Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary are prayed.
\ \ This is a wonderful opportunity to learn to
’ pray the Rosary. Eucharistic Adoration is
- also a part of this wonderful time of prayer

Jesus, 9frmfinyou, on the first Thursday & Friday each month.

Chicken Barbecue
on Sunday, August 13th
starting at 12:00 PM
91 Manville Street, Leicester

Leicester Knight of Columbus will hold a Chicken Barbecue
and Corn Hole Tournament. Cost is $15.00. Come have fun!

Contact Don Gillette for tickets at 508-615-8434
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rowing Together in Faith” Sarah Kelly, Administrator
Togggn%r Phone: 508-852-1784

sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org

Welcome to St. George
Religious Education Registration!

We are so excited to work with the children of our parish. We
offer classes for children in grades 1-10. We prepare students
for the sacraments of 1st Reconciliation and 1st Communion
(typically in Grade 2), and Confirmation (typically in Grade 10).

The cost for the program is $100 per student with a family cap
of $200. There is an additional fee of $50 for those students in
a sacramental year (1st Communion and Confirmation). As an
example, if a family has 3 children in classes they would pay
$200 for their religious education fees, plus $50 per any child
making their 1st Communion or Confirmation.

Students in Grades 1-8 meet weekly, and have the option of
registering for Tuesday afternoons 4:30-5:30 PM OR Sunday
mornings 9:00-10:00 AM. Confirmation | & Il students (typically
grades 9 & 10) meet approximately once a month on Sunday
mornings 11:00-12:00 PM, after attending the 10:00 AM Mass
together. All meeting dates and the online registration can be
found on our parish website:
https://saintgeorgesparish.org/religious-education

If you have any questions, please reach out to Sarah Kelly at:
sarah.kelly@saintgeorgesparish.org

THE FAMILY CONNECTION
Time is the best thing to spend on your family. We live in a
fast-paced society. Our minds are often focused on where we
are going next instead of what we are doing now. Take time
to reconnect with each other. Take time to talk about impor-
tant or trivial things. Take time to simply enjoy your family.

GRANDPARENTS: All interested grandparents are asked to
pray for the safety and well-being of their grandchildren. Cop-
ies of Grandparent Prayers are available on the back table in
the Church Hall under the bulletin board. Contact Ruth by
phone: 508-852-5658 or her email ruthviens@outlook.com

Grandparents make memories
that the heart holds forever.

Family ASCEND Night
Friday, August 4 - 6:; PM to 7:30 PM
St. Roch Church on 332 Main Street, Oxford

Join us for praise and worship music, Eucharistic Adoration and
the opportunity for confession. All ages are welcome! Babies,
small children, teenagers, young adults and beyond are wel-
come. Please note that this will NOT be silent Adoration. We
encourage all types of praise from signing to babbling babies!
Feel free to join us the whole time or even just a few minutes.
Social and light refreshments to follow.

Questions - contact Time Messenger at 508-929-4360 or
Email tmessenger@worcesterdiocese.org

Y

Set up a Family lemonade stand
together under a shady tree.

h Venerini Academy
|

);?4 ‘& 27 Edward St., Worcester
Y Grades Pre-K to Grade 8 has spacing available for a
11 limited number of students. Venerini Academy focuses

on Academic Excellence and Faith-Focused Education. Class
sizes are small to help us provide a high quality education.

If you are interested in scheduling a tour this summer of
Venerini Academy, contact Albert Ganem, Jr. (508) 753-3210

Habitat for Humanity’s
Operation Playhouse Program

Are you a New England veteran or current military member?
Do you know of someone who is? If so, Habitat for Humanity
of MetroWest and Greater Worcester’s Operation Playhouse
Program builds playhouses free for children (up to 12 years of
age) of veterans and active military members. In one day,
their partners will build your child a themed playhouse, based
on your child’s interests, from several options available.

For program details about this program to either request,
become involved, or sponsor a playhouse visit website:
www.habitatmwgw.org/programs/operation-playhouse/

Baptisms in the Church Family

If you, a family member, or friend is interested
in receiving the Sacrament of Baptism, we
invite you to contact us today. Please contact:

Susan Pacek by either phone 508-856-9960
or email st.geobaptism@gmail.com

or call Deborah Huegel at 508-799-9259, Ext. 118

Youth Ministry Gathering
Please Contact Kevin Browne
for next Gathering date.
Open to grades 7-12

Kevin.browne@saintgeorgesparish.org
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St. George Parish Outreach

Ann Doyle 508-450-4134
annie@saintgeorgesparish.org

In ’rhe(ﬂ@@( f Need
Family Shelter

/,

Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to IHN
with donations and prayers.

e Special thanks to Kathy Hessel who knit a beautiful
white Prayer Blanket on behalf of our Prayer Shawl
Ministry. It was greatly appreciated by the family of a
newborn baby who wore it at her Christening.

e Our Outreach Ministry painted the front steps to the
shelter recently. It is a wonderfully bright welcome to
guests as they return from work and summer camp.

e Thank you to the St. George parishioner who continues
to cut the grass at the shelter every week!

Your Help is Needed to Feed the Hungry

Special Needs for July & August: 60- =

Jelly, Cereal and Soup
_E Soup - (Flip top if possible)
The last weeks of each month are especially difficult to

our 3 food pantries. Government assistance has been
decreased and inflation is stretching family food budgets.

S

All types of food donations are always welcome and
can be left in the “Outreach Collection Area” just outside
the entrance to the Church Hall on the basement level.

TO BENEFIT CATHOLIC CHARITIES
NOW THROUGH AUGUST 13, 2023

SUPPLIES NEEDED:
¢+ BACKPACKS ¢ 3-RING BINDERS
¢ CALCULATORS (SCIENTIFIC)

BACKPACK & SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE %‘) _

¢ COLORED PENCILS ¢ CRAYONS
¢ DIVIDERS ¢ ERASERS
¢ FILLER PAPER ¢ FOLDER

¢ GLUE & GLUE STICKS ¢ HIGHLIGHTERS
+ MARKERS-FINE TIP AND BOLD TIP

+ NOTEBOOKS (1-3 SUBJECT)

+ PENCILS + PENCIL CASE

¢ PENS + PENCIL SHARPENERS
# RULER (12 inch) +SCISSORS

ITEMS TO BE PICKED UP
WEEK OF AUGUST 14, 2023

In Appreciation for the Mustard Seed Meal

We are grateful to all of our parishioners who
donated, prepared, delivered and served the
delicious meal of Hot Dogs, Chili, Potato Chips,
fruit and dessert to the 150 guests of the
Mustard Seed on July 21st!

Thank youl

Eucharist and Prayers for the Sick

Especially during these difficult times, please call to let us know
if a family member or neighbor is hospitalized, homebound
orill. Call Ann Doyle at 508-450-4134. We want to be with

you in prayer and support. We can perhaps arrange a visit and

possibly bring Eucharist. Remember that due to HIPAA regula-
tions, unless you allow the hospital or health care institution to
release information and list St. George’s as your religious
affiliation, we are not informed that you are a patient.
Thank you for your understanding.

NEW PARISHIONERS WELCOME!

We are honored and delighted to welcome you.
Contact Annie Doyle at 508-450-4134 for an
introduction to our ministries, our needs, and
the interests you might have to help.
Call the Parish Office with questions at 508-853-0183.

Hope For Housing Cards Help

Prevent Family Homelessness
Hope for Housing is a non-profit program
developed by our parishioner Matt Ryan.
Matt has left us with this legacy which utilizes the collective
buying power of 30 congregations to raise money for the
prevention of family homelessness.
These Gift Cards for local retailers, including Big Y, CVS,
Dunkin' Donuts, Hannaford, Panera, Shaws, Stop & Shop
Target, Starbucks, and TJ Max are purchased in bulk, which
in turn are sold to members of participating congregations
who receive the full value of the card. The retailers donate
2-10% of all sales to the Hope for Housing program. By pur-
chasing gift cards for your use at local retailers, you can help
to stabilize families by providing counseling and support.

Please buy “Hope for Housing Cards” available after all
Masses. See Dave and Sue Genereux in the Church Hall
after Mass. Any questions call them at: 978-833-0306
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Our Parish Vision: To welcome all, build connections to Christ
and one another, and [ive our faith as true disciples of Jesus.

Become more involved at St. George Church?
Develop meaningful, welcoming programming?
Meet wonderful people at St. George?

Share new ideas for programming at St. George?

SONSIDER JOINING THE EMMAUS MINISTRY

Contact Andrea or JoAnn for more information at
i 508-853-0183 or emmaus.stgeorge@gmail.com

Spiritual Growth Ministry Corner
Ministry Leader: Bonnie Moran
Saintgeorgespiritualgrowth@gmail.com

Faith Sharing Groups

If you are interested in learning more about
Fatih Sharing group, or interested in becoming
involved, please contact JoAnn Nally for dates.

Meetings will resume again starting in:
September in the Parish Center, Room 107.

If interested in joining a group, please contact JoAnn.
Handicapped Accessible. Call JoAnn Nally at 508-527-6973

Sign up to receive e-news!

w S

To hear about updates and notifications:
from St. George Parish, simply visit:

for ENews

www.saintgeorgesparish.org

and click on the yellow link “Join Our Email List”
on the homepage to add your email address.

As members of the Catholic Church, we believe that, during
Mass, the bread and wine used at Communion, truly become
the body and blood of Jesus Christ. What is not often real-
ized or as widely shared, is that, when we receive the host
and precious blood, they take 10-15 minutes to be diluted
and fully assimilated in the stomach. During these minutes,
the body and blood, soul and divinity of Jesus Christ resides
within us.

Here is a story from the life of St. Philip Neri on the subject:

“One day while he was celebrating Mass, a man received
Holy Communion and left the church early. The man ap-
peared to have no regard for the Presence within him and so
Philip Neri decided to use this opportunity as a teaching mo-
ment. He sent two altar boys with lighted candles to follow
the man outside of the church. After a while, walking through
the streets of Rome, the man turned around to see the altar
boys still following him. Confused, the man returned to the
church and asked Philip Neri why he sent the altar boys.
Saint Philip Neri responded saying, “We have to pay proper
respect to Our Lord, Whom you are carrying away with you.
Since you neglect to adore Him, | sent two acolytes to take
your place.” The man was stunned by the response and re-
solved to be more aware of God’s presence in the future.”

Especially during this time of Eucharistic Renewal, may we
celebrate and appreciate the awesome opportunity we have
in receiving the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ!

Have a wonderful week!

Spiritual Growth Committee members: Bonnie Moran — Chair; Dea-
con Paul Audette, Joan Talbot; Patti Walsh; Helen Hurley, and Kyle
Lewandowski. Fr. Niccolls as ex officio member.

Saint John Vianney

B for the priesthood for many years, and
eventually was ordained more for his

he became a model parish priest in Arsen-Dombes,

parishioners, and became famous for rigorous

out. He is the patron of parish priests.

orn near Lyon, France, this farmer’s son studied

devoutness and good will than for other qualities. But
where he served for 40 years. He was devoted to his
preaching and insights in the confessional. The Cure

of Ars, as he was known, spent up to 18 hours a day
hearing the confessions of pilgrims who sought him

P ~, ; o
" - ( ~at 1 R)l IC Copyright ® 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington,
Q‘ ". ( :ll rrent DC. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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